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Since land settlement and the inception of Industrial processes,
the South Coast region has experienced significant loss of native
vegetation, leading to land degradation, straining of ecosystem
processes and disconnecting humans from nature. Experiences,
encounters and connection with the natural world is critical to
forming lifelong environmental attitudes and values, which will
shape resource management in the future.

This project provides an immersive learning experience and
adopt a patch program for our communities future generation,
with the potential to become deeply rooted within schools to
connect kids to country and foster sustainable attitudes towards
land management for the future.
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EXCURSION 1: BALIJUP
SANCTURAY
On the 1st of June 2021, 50 year 4, 5 and 6
students from Cranbrook, Frankland River and
Tambellup Primary School arrived at Balijup
Sanctuary filled with anticipation for the first
excursion of the year.

Our first excursion for the Connecting Kids to
Country, environmental education program was
a huge success. The excursion was held at
Balijup Sanctuary in Tenterden, which is a great
example of some of the fantastic outcomes that
can occur when protecting remnant bushland,
including protecting populations of Quenda,
Brushtail Possums and Brushtail Phascogales.
The students from Cranbrook, Frankland River
and Tambellup Primary School came back
raving about what they had seen, excited to
discover more about their environment from our
excursion specialists Sarah Comer (DBCA), Basil
Schur (Green Skills), Sandra Gilfillan (South Coast
NRM) and May Penny (Menang Elder).

Some of the activities included Quenda digging
surveys and Black Cockatoo hollow surveys with
Ecologist Sandra Gilfillan. "I talked to the kids
about the importance of having suitable nesting
hollows in trees for Cockatoos to breed in, and
how trees will only form hollows when they are
100-150 yrs old or more. This gave them a sense
of the long term and continuing care that is
required to keep habitats suitable for animals to
use. In the same sense, long-term and
continuing education of kids about
environmental issues is vital for building a strong
sense of belonging to country in kids.” 

The students sat down with Aunty May Penny, a
local Noongar Elder who grew up  in the very
bushlands they were exploring that day.
Students listened to her talk about growing up
and sustaining themselves in the bush, and
finished the excursion with a visit to lake
Nunijup. 

Clockwise from top
left: Sarah Comer
explaining habitats
and radio tracking
2:Students at Lake
Nunijup. 
3: Sandra Gillfilan
hollow surveying
4. Gillamii Officer
Ashley helping with
Quenda digging
Surveys
5. Aunty May Penny
and students
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EXCURSION 2: RED GUM
SPRINGS
On August 3rd 2021 three buses of very excited
students made their way to Red Gum Springs
in the Stirling Range National Park. The theme
was 'Ecosystems from the ground up'.
Elements that make up the ecosystem from
the bugs down below to the trees up high and
how do we interact and impact the ecosystem. 

Environmental education specialists included
Svetlana Micic (DPIRD Entomologist), Wendy
Bradshaw (Environmental consultant), Jeremy
Spencer (Great Southern Biologic) and Larry
Blight (Kurrah Mia). The students rotated
through activities enabling them to explore the
unique ecosystem. 

Starting from the ground, Svetlana got the
students hunting for and identifying
invertebrates through a leaf litter and shrub
activity. Students then explored Indigenous
culture and environmental interactions with
Larry Blight, learning about bush foods, and
how tools were made and used.

Moving up the layers of the ecosystem the
students explored the role of Flora in the
ecosystem with Wendy Bradshaw, and began
learning about certain impacts on the ecosystem
with a very interactive lesson about Dieback. 

Although the students live within close
proximity to the Stirling Range National Park,
very few have had the prior opportunity to visit
the national park let alone explore and learn
about their surroundings. 

Clockwise from top left: Larry Blight
showing the Booka (Roo skin coat)
2:Invertebrate hunting
3: Larry demonstrating Noongar tools
4. Listening to the flow of water
through the trees with Wendy
5. Dieback discussions with Jeremy
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EXCURSION 3: BOB'S LAKE
The final Connecting Kids to Country excursion
for 2021 was held on the 26th of August,
coincidentally this was the only excursion we
experienced with wintery weather conditions.
That didn't dampen the experience for the
students, eager to explore Bob's Lake in
Cranbrook with Steve and Geraldine Janicke
(Janicke Environmental), Anne Bondin (WA
Birdlife), and Wendy Bradshaw (Environmental
consultant). 

The theme was 'Flora, Fauna and Farming'.
Combining newfound knowledge of our regions
natural environment with how we can support,
enhance, and protect the natural environment.
Bob's Lake is situated on a farm and highlights
the importance of protecting the natural
environment amongst our agricultural
landscape. The farmers on this property have
chosen to enhance natural assets on their farm,
and in doing so receive the benefit from the
environment which our students explored.

The students rotated activities in mixed school
groups, learning about pollination with Wendy
which was enhanced by seeing pollination in
action outside of the classroom. Anne Bondin
from Birdlife WA guided students around Bob's
Lake to learn about wetland birds armed with
scopes and binoculars. before looking at life
under the water with the Janickes. Steve and
Geraldine Janicke are no strangers to the
waterways of the Cranbrook Shire. Students
explored water quality, salinity and the almost
undetectable life of water invertebrates.  

This excursion pieced together the experiences
and learnings over the year about habitat,
ecosystems, flora and fauna with human
interactions and how we co-exist with the
environment. At each excursion it became more
and more clear how environmental education
needs to be supported outside the classroom
allowing kids to connect to country
authentically.

Clockwise from top left: Bird
surveying at Bob's Lake
2:Invertebrate catching with the
Janickes
3. Using scopes to find wetland birds
4. Learning about pollination with
Wendy 
5. Exploring Macroinvertebrates









AT HOME
RESOURCE PACKS

Branded tote bag
Activity Journal
Invertebrate hunting kit
Gillamii Cap
Wildflower faces learning and
colouring in book
A native seedling 

At the end of the three excursions, each
student received their at home
resource/activity packs. These were
designed to continue the exploration and
connection into their own environments
around the school, at home or around the
town. Each pack consisted of:

“Our challenge isn’t so much to teach children about the
natural world, but to find ways to sustain the instinctive

connections they already carry.” ~ Terry Krautwurst



MURAL- CONNECTING THROUGH ART

The final component of Connecting Kids to Country was the creation of a
collaborative mural, providing a powerful reflection of the environment
through the eyes of the next generation. The students reflected on what
they learnt at each excursion through the experiences and knowledge from
the specialists, moulding this into a creative tile pieced together by artist
Amanda Bradshaw. This mural will be displayed in each town, connecting
the wider community with this representation of environment around
them through our youth's eyes. 



KNOW YOUR PATCH











ARTICLES AND SOCIAL
MEDIA

CONNECTING THE
COMMUNITY

Instilling the initiative in our community,
Creating a logo to brand the Connecting Kids
to Country, Environmental Education program
creates an identity for the program in the
community and industry.  Synergy Graphics
and Gillamii designed this logo to represent the
program and has been highly beneficial as an
image for communications with stakeholders
and potential further funding from the
community.

BRANDING 

This project has provided a platform to connect
the natural resource management industry and
education industry, and in doing so our Project
Officer Ashley was invited to attend the
National Bi Annual Australian Association for
Environmental Education conference, where
she was able to network and share the project.  
This is where our connection to Joslyn from
DBCA was made and our collaboration on the
Know Your Patch program was seeded. We
have also been able to display artwork and
information about Connecting Kids to Country
at exhibitions in our community, and our
abstract was successful for the 2022 State
Natural Resource Management  conference,
where we will be displaying the mural. 

CONFERENCES AND
EXHIBITIONS

The project has been shared in regional news
outlets such as the Great Southern Herald,
community newsletters, Industry newsletters and
shared across social media platforms



CONNECTING THE
COMMUNITY

27th/04/2022 Meeting Frankland River Primary
School with year 4,5,6 teacher Lis Oversby and
Principle Sasha Claughton. Discussed what was
required in their schools for environmental
education and capacity to support the program in
the long term, structure of the Know Your Patch
program and dates for initial sessions.
28th/04/2022 Meeting Cranbrook Primary School
with year 4,5,6 teacher Nekesha Fish and Principle
Craig Lewington.
29th/04/2022 Meeting Tambellup Primary School
with year 4,5,6 teacher Jess McPartland and
Principle Cindy Veitch. 
3/03/2022 Tambellup Community Crop Committee
meeting, discussed capacity to support the
connecting kids to country program.
16/12/2021 Cranbrook Shire Council Presentation
4/05/2022 Frankland River P and C meeting,
Introduced the Know Your Patch program to the
committee. 
Applied for Bendigo Bank community funding to
support a year 6 ecology camp, branded under the
Connecting Kids to Country program. Also applied
for the Mt Barker Co-Op grant to support the
ecology camp, both applications were successful.

To raise awareness about the environmental education
initiative and engage and consult with key
stakeholders and potential sponsors, targeted
communication materials were created. Below is a list
of various stakeholders that we engaged with to
promote, resource, organise, and initiate the
Connecting Kids to Country Program

APPROACHING
STAKEHOLDERS

DEVELOPING A
SPONSORSHIP OUTLINE
The final stages of the initial Connecting Kids to
Country Project was to begin developing a
sustainable sponsorship model that doesn't rely
on ad-hoc government funding. To construct
this we spoke relevant stakeholders including
schools, shires and local businesses and groups. 

The existing 'Our Patch' program run by Nature
Conservation Margaret River, is entirely funded
by local businesses such as the Rotary Club of
Margaret River, the Shire's Environmental
Management Fund, and philanthropic
contributions. Our location has varying
challenges compared to Margaret River, they
have a robust tourism industry and larger
population, however our region supports great
variety from viticulture to broad acre farming
and other small businesses that provide
opportunity for sponsorship support.





CONNECTING KIDS
TO COUNTRY 

This project has strengthened our connections
to stakeholders in our region who see the
importance and value in imbedding consistent
environmental education opportunities in
schools. 

It became apparent very quickly how niche
environmental knowledge and education is,
and that support is beneficial to the delivery of
environmental education within schools. The
momentum that this program has created has
been great and has set the foundation for the
schools and Gillamii's commitment to continue
collaborative environmental education,
supporting initiatives with in-kind support and
commitment into the future.

Gillamii and the Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
are already committing in-kind time to
supporting the continuation of 'Know Your
Patch' under the Connecting Kids to
Country Program, which will hopefully see
many cohorts of children become
environmental stewards as they begin to
learn about and take action for their Patch.

We will continue to seek community
support for the program which will assist
with future program costs. Our region has
a broad range of industries, however
seeking funding from larger bodies such as
GSDC, Lotteries and the Government will
also be valuable in supporting the
synergistic partnership between Schools
and Organisations such as Gillamii to carry
out environmental education in the long
term. 

"The Gillamii Centre are to be
commended for running such a
fantastic program, and we are

privledged to be involved" -
Cindy Veitch Tambellup

Principal


